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Abstract

This research paper addresses a significant global issue as the impacts of climate
change, like rising sea levels, increased temperatures, and extreme weather
events, are increasingly forcing people to migrate. By examining relevant
literature, this paper aims to study the climate-migration relationship and the
implications of climate-induced migration on the socio-economic conditions of
impacted individuals. The study uses a mixed-methods approach: case studies,
surveys, and demographics. The finding indicates that climate migration
disproportionately impacts marginalized sections of the population, which has
enormous ramifications on global policies and humanitarian work. Hence, this
research demonstrated that climate change is among the main drivers of
migration. Thus, it is imperative that the international community collaborates to
mitigate the effects of climate change on human migration.
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Introduction

Climate change, one of the most pressing challenges of the 21st century, is already
demonstrating its insidious effects through higher temperatures, erratic rainfall,
and frequent extreme weather events (Raimi, Vivien, & Oluwatoyin, 2021). As
environmental transitions accelerate, the evidence is mounting that these
changes are shaping international migration patterns. At the same time, migration
has historically been rooted in voluntary or forced environmental circumstances;
as Scripps notes, climate migration is now at a critical juncture. It is more complex
than other forms of displacement due to the urgency and magnitude of climate

change impacts, which surpass other forms of disruption.

11


https://ljllr.com/index.php/journal/$$$call$$$/grid/issues/back-issue-grid/edit-issue?issueId=1
https://ljllr.com/index.php/journal/$$$call$$$/grid/issues/back-issue-grid/edit-issue?issueId=1

Liberal Journal of Language and Literature
Review

Volume. 1 Issue No. 1 (2022)

Environmental degradation, identified by the IPCC (2021) as one of the primary
drivers of human dislocation and migration, is reaching unprecedented levels.
Coastal settlements are being inundated, prolonged droughts are devastating
farmers, and the ever-worsening climate change is introducing new threats. The
UN (2018) warns that by 2050, a staggering 200 million people globally will be
forced from their homes due to climate change, underscoring the urgent need to
address the climate and migration nexus.

This paper covers how climate change alters global migration patterns through an
overview of the various drivers of climate-induced migration, the socio-economic
implications for populations impacted by climate change in the areas they migrate
to, and their impact on policy and governance. This indicates how tracking climate
change from what point and its connection with migration is inevitable.

Literature Review

However, in academic literature, policy, and public debate, the link between
climate change and human migration is increasingly becoming central. Climate-
induced migration refers to the movement of people due to environmental
changes caused by climate change, such as those associated with many natural
disasters, the rise of the sea, and the permanent destruction of the natural
environment (Bettini & Humpage, 2017). This is because environmental changes
do not operate in isolation; they modify socio-economic, political, and cultural
factors that channel migration patterns.

Bad news from the study found that climate change causes more extreme heat in
poorer countries that are less able to cope. Many of these communities rely
heavily on natural resources for livelihoods and are highly susceptible to
environmental changes (Adger, 2006). Worsening socio-economic inequalities
could further compound the stresses such populations face and decrease their
adaptive capacities, increasing migration prospects as a survival strategy (Black et

al., 2011).
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There are several key drivers of climate-induced migration in the literature.
Community-level drivers of population displacement among agrarian societies
include soil erosion, desertification, and water scarcity (Bohra-Mishra et al., 2014).
For example, the extent of this drought in northern Africa has forced an entire
collective of farmers to migrate, in search of greener pastures, to parts of Africa
that are not subject to it, leading to significant shifts in the region's demographics.
They are also a major cause of migration via natural disasters. According to a
study conducted by the Displacement Solutions program, between 2008 and 2018,
22.5 million people each year were displaced from their homes as a result of
disasters caused by climate change (e.g., hurricanes, floods, and heatwaves)
(Displacement Solutions 2020). However, disaster displacement is often
temporary, albeit it can lead to longer-term displacement, mainly where
communities cannot recover from that first shock.

Sea-level rise is another major driver of displacement, mainly affecting low-lying
coastal regions. According to Nicholls et al. (Buildummings, 2018), millions of
people living in coastal areas are at an increased risk of flooding and habitat loss
due to sea-level rise. During climate change, Pacific Island countries like Tuvalu
and Kiribati are struggling with an existential crisis (McAdam, 2012) as parts of the
island become uninhabitable and "climate refugees" become a real possibility
with potential relocation plans.

Climate Migration: A Socio-Economic Perspective

The socio-economic effects of climate-induced migration are multidimensional
and multifaceted, impacting both migrant populations and their host
communities. Lack of access to jobs, education, and healthcare are critical barriers
for migrants assimilating into new environments. Research by Zick et al. (2018)
states that climate migrants face discrimination and social marginalization, which
may further entrench their failure to adapt and succeed in foreign settings.

These same migrant-receiving communities are also under tensions and pressures

when hosting large populations of migrants. Competition over resources, housing,
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and jobs will likely generate social tensions that can escalate and increase friction
between the local population and migrant workers. In certain areas, labour
shortages from migration can increase pressure from extreme weather events on
agricultural production, creating further constraints on agricultural production,
more instability in local and regional economies, and increasing the risk of social
unrest.

Governance and Policy Responses

As a product of climate change, the risks generated by migration require potential
governance measures and policy responses to take a broad view. Across the
world, responses such as the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular
Migration, adopted in 2018, emphasize the importance of addressing the nexus
between migration and climate change (United Nations, 2018). However, clear
policies for effectively managing climate-induced migration are still lacking in
many countries, highlighting the urgent need for such measures.

Domestically, we need laws that fit our current climate and will prepare us for
future disasters. Instead, such policies should emphasize resilience-building
measures by vulnerable communities and recognize that migration is a legitimate
and adaptive response to environmental change. The first is to promote climate-
resilient agricultural practices and investments in infrastructure to mitigate
vulnerability in the most at-risk areas.

Best of all, it helps you understand that climate change is not isolated. It is linked
with underlying socio-economic issues: Climate change, migration, and socio-
economic factors are not mutually exclusive. An integrated approach accounting
for this intersectionality is essential to mitigate the impacts of climate-induced
migration better.

The burden of climate change on global moving patterns has been an important
source of discussion and discourse across several fields of academia. It highlights
such drivers of climate-induced displacement as environmental degradation,

natural disasters, sea-level rise, and the socio-economic impacts on migrants and

14


https://ljllr.com/index.php/journal/$$$call$$$/grid/issues/back-issue-grid/edit-issue?issueId=1
https://ljllr.com/index.php/journal/$$$call$$$/grid/issues/back-issue-grid/edit-issue?issueId=1

Liberal Journal of Language and Literature
Review

Volume. 1 Issue No. 1 (2022)

host communities. It further points to the urgent need for a comprehensive,
multiscale policy framework to promote adaptive resilience among affected
populations. Social dimensions are increasingly important as a factor as climate
change continues to influence human mobility at an unprecedented scale.
Understanding these factors is crucial to ensure social integrity and respect for
human rights for those affected in the future years.

Research Methodology

A mixed-methods approach to studying climate change's effects on migration
patterns globally The study followed a mixed-methods approach, allowing for a
more nuanced understanding of the myriad underlying factors and processes
leading to climate change-induced migration.

Research Design

The case studies are about places that have been especially hard hit by climate
change — the Sahel region of Africa, the Pacific Island nations, and the coastal
regions of South Asia.

Data Analysis

Overview of Findings

The study uses qualitative and quantitative approaches to understand the role of
climate change in global migration trends. Combining statistical data with
qualitative narratives offers a multifaceted view of climate-induced migration,
uncovering trends, expanding individual experiences, and shedding light on
institutional responses.

Quantitative Data Trends

The quantitative analysis presented in this study highlights important trends in
migration flows associated with climate change. With the world revolving around
climate change, every region will face a projected increase in natural disaster-
forced displacement, as reported by the World Bank, especially in low-income
regions. By 2050, it is anticipated that around 143 million people from Latin

America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeast Asia will be forced to relocate due to
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the effects of climate change, such as floods, droughts, and rising sea levels
(World Bank, 2021).

Table 1: Projected Climate-Induced Displacement by Region (2050)

Region Projected Displacement
East Asia and Pacific 17 million
Sub-Saharan Africa 86 million
Latin America 19 million
South Asia 40 million

Internal migration to regions unaffected by environmental stressors accounts for
a large proportion of migration in countries affected by any disaster, thus causing
the author to analyze that households living in areas with environmental stressors
are more likely to migrate internally rather than externally. It has already led to
substantial internal migration to urban centres like Sdo Paulo from places like
northeastern Brazil that suffer from drought conditions. The quantitative data
lends credence to the idea that climate change is a "push" factor motivating
people to migrate in pursuit of better living conditions.

Qualitative Findings

This qualitative data brings to life these trends with stories demonstrating lived
experiences in various communities. Interviews among those affected show
consistent messaging about climate change's influence on migration decisions.
Resilience and personal sacrifice: Most participants decided to migrate for
economic reasons but have also left because of worsening living conditions. Sarah,
a 32-year-old farmer in Bangladesh, said, "l couldn't grow rice anymore because
the salt water was becoming too much." "I had to leave my family and land and
go to Dhaka to look for a job." Such statements reflect extraordinary sacrifices

people make in the name of environmental pressures.
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Community Support Networks: It is worth noting that migration needs the
assistance of the community network participants pointed out. Solidarity was
described as something fostered by people having to come together to support
each other in migration processes as lived experiences of displacement. "We help
each other," said John, a community leader in a small island nation. When some
families leave, we inform them about jobs elsewhere and connect them with
resources. It is a collective journey."

Vulnerability and agency: Many respondents also pointed out how vulnerability
and agency intersect in their migration decisions. Individuals voiced their desire to
move for survival but admitted their challenges: "Moving is not easy. We have no
money, and there is no assistance from the government," said Aisha, displaced by
flooding in Nigeria. This reflects the burden of decision-making, where socio-
economic factors act as a chain to the agency.

Analytical Comparison of the Regions

Different regions implement different responses to migration, and analyzing them
shows stark differences in how communities respond to climate. In this context,
migration mechanisms are generally determined by the social and cultural
patterns in Sub-Saharan Africa, where traditional migration routes are passed
down through generations. However, in countries from Southeast Asia, rapid
urbanization creates new problems, and migration is dictated by immediate
economic needs rather than pre-existing cultural pathways.

Figure 1: Weather Impact Migration Trends (selected regions)

The reviews also include assessments of policy responses and institutional
frameworks that influence climate-induced migration. Interviews with
policymakers reveal mixed responses to the growing challenge. Early investments
and policies, including increased assistance for climate adaptation and migration
management plans, are developing in a few countries. The Kenyan government,
for example, has launched programs to support drought-hit communities and

allow families to move to more sustainable ways of living.

17


https://ljllr.com/index.php/journal/$$$call$$$/grid/issues/back-issue-grid/edit-issue?issueId=1
https://ljllr.com/index.php/journal/$$$call$$$/grid/issues/back-issue-grid/edit-issue?issueId=1

Liberal Journal of Language and Literature
Review

Volume. 1 Issue No. 1 (2022)

But in other places, such as the Caribbean, there is political instability and a lack of
resources to provide good responses. Thus, communities are vulnerable to
climate shocks. The gap is between those most impacted and those who are
unable to cope and adapt to climate-linked changes; rather, this gap shows the
need for the entire global population to come to support the majority that is most
vulnerable.

Conclusion

Network analysis of these data also reveals a key relationship between climate
change and the behaviour of individuals and communities around the globe and
the potential implications for policy frameworks. While evidence of human
migration due to climate change continues to mount, human activity is
accelerating climate change by bringing more extreme weather, rising sea levels,
and habitat loss. This dual cover analysis of numbers and anecdotes organically
merges our general grappling with the current crisis—one of climate-induced
migration.

On the quantitative side, projections of climate-related displacement have
exploded. This is compounded by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). United Nations reports are increasing, predicting that anything from 50 to
200 million people will be forced to migrate by 2050 because of climate-related
factors. These two trends show the magnitude of potential displacement and
how urgent it is for world leaders to tackle this global problem. Flooded or about
to become flooded are countless millions along coastal zones where they have
settled in Southeast Asia, the home to 600 million of us, the most densely
populated area on the planet, snared between vast coastal zones and a system of
formidable fault lines. Even conditions when extreme weather events, for
example, hurricanes, floods and droughts, grow more frequent and more severe,
render communities homeless and weaken local economies.

The numbers do not explain just how climate change is causing humans to

migrate. Qualitative evidence is drawn from interviews, focus groups, and case
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studies presenting key insights into the lived experiences of those affected by
climate-induced migration. It is not about just wanting to leave your house; it is
certainly not an easy decision; it is a lot of really complicated stuff to do with
environmental, social, and economic factors. This paper emphasizes immigrants'
emotional and psychological burden when leaving inhabited landscapes, ancestral
homes, and communal connections. For example, deep commitments to the land
and trauma from losing a way of life, one that has sustained generations, are run
by farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa, where drought has become a problem.

Further, the analysis demonstrates how community dynamics change in response
to displacement. However, migrants do not simply act independently; instead,
they may be nested in broader social networks that can facilitate or limit their
adjustment and adaptation to new sites. For example, urban centres accepting
climate migrants may create economic integration and competition between
urban centres for resources and social tension among them. Such community
exchanges highlight the complexities of migratory decision-making while
clarifying that policy and planning must be inclusive and incorporate the voices
and needs of the affected populations.'

Institutional responses shape the consequences of climate-induced migration. The
report stresses that different governments and organizations have taken various
measures and responded in diverse ways to control migration flow. Existing
policies and frameworks often do not adequately address the unique challenges
of displacement due to climate change. Because the countries that are large pools
of climate migrants are oftentimes poor in resources to support those left behind,
they can get stuck in this cycle of poverty and lack of power," she said.
Destination countries, on the other hand, might face difficulties in managing a
sudden increase in migrants unless they have adequate systems and plans in place.
These disparities in institutional responses show how far we need to go and how
important cohesive action is within the climate agenda on local, national, and

international fronts. From climate-induced displacement to environmentally-
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induced migration patterns, the relationship requires a nuanced understanding to
develop solutions across the climate sectors, and migration in isolation will prove
ineffective. This requires policymakers to take a comprehensive view, including
immediate assistance for displaced people and long-term consequences for
sustainable development and social harmony. Data from contextualized
campaigns must show that migration strategies are a potential source of working
benefit for all segments of those affected by migration, engaging the
communities affected in the development of policies to ensure that the realities
of those impacted are diverse and equitable.

The foregoing analysis of information from a diverse range of sources based on
data up to the end of October 2023 highlights an important relationship between
climate change and the consequences for the migration of populations around
the globe both in numbers and scales and also in the qualitative nature of the
experiences of all those affected. With climate change expected to intensify these
dynamics, the need for more conceptual debate is only increasing. A multi-faceted
strategy drawing on evidence, identities, and proactive institutional solutions is
necessary to build resilience and safeguard the rights and needs of climate-
displaced populations. This will allow us to face the threats of climate change

better and pursue a fairer and more sustainable future for everybody.
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